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SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 

OP THE 

DIRECTORS OE CONVICT PRISONS 

FOB IRELAND, 

UNDER 17 & 18 VIC., CAP. 7<J. 



TO THE MOST HON. THE MARQUESS OF HARTINGTON, M.P., 

CHIEF SECRETARY FOR IRELAND. 

Government Prisons Office, Dublin Castle, 
April, 1871. 

My Lord, 

In accordance with the provisions of the Act ]7 & 18 Vic., 
cap. 76, we beg to submit the Annual Report on the state of the 
Convict Prisons in Ireland for 1870. 



Accommodation. 

The accommodation for convicts in the Government Prisons on 
the 1st January, 1871, may be estimated as amounting to 2,050. 

Government Prisons. 

Number in custody 1st January, 1871, 

Accommodation 1st January, 1871, 



County and City Gaols, 

Number in custody 1st January, 1871, 

Gross Total of Convicts in Ireland, 1,232, 



Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


895 


333 


1,228 


1,500 


550 


2,050 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


. - 


4 


4 



Number of Convicts sentenced to Penal Servitude during 
The Year 1870. 



5 years, 



10 

14 



Life, 



Males. Females. 
77 31 



68 



Total. 

108 

116 



Gross Total sentenced in 1870, . 177 
Disposal of Convicts. 

Discharged unconditionally, on completion of sentence, &c. } . . 48 

Released on Orders of Licence, 205 

Total, 253 

* Four of these are military convicts. 
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Seventeenth Annual Report of the Directors 

Subjoined is a table similar to that given in previous Annual 
Reports, showing the number of Convicts respectively “ In 
Custody,” Sec., “ Convicted,” and “ Discharged,” since the year 
1854, inclusive — 



In custody in 
Government Prisons, 
January 1st. 


Year. 


Convicted. 


> No. 

Discharged. 


*3,933 


1854 


710 


658 


3,427 


1855 


518 


820 


3,209 


1856 


389 


1,107 


2,614 


1857 


426 


910 


2,277 


1858 


358 


946 


1,773 


1859 


322 


595 


1,631 


1860 


331 


524 


1,492 


1861 


368 


561 


1,314 


1862 


592 


317 


1,576 


1863 


511 


326 


1,768 


1864 


407 


391 


1,776 


1865 


299 


410 


1,637 


1866 


265 


439 


1,431 


1867 


296 


330 


1,335 


1868 


246 


245 


1,325 


1869 


191 


291 


1,230 


1870 


f245 


253 


1,228 


1871 




~ 



The Directors are enabled to report of the present, as of former 
years, that the system of Irish Convict Management worked in 
a satisfactory manner. ’ 

The usual precautions to insure the strictest supervision over 
the prisoners released on Ticket of Licence were taken ; but we 
regret that the system of monthly reporting, abolished by “ The 
Habitual Criminals Act, 1869,” has not been revived, and we 
earnestly trust that the new Bill to amend the above quoted Act, 
now under consideration of the Government, will restore all the 
advantages inseparable from the former system. 

The Revocations of Licences during the year 1870 were as 
follow : — 



Males— 

Forfeited and revoked for breach of conditions, . 1 

,, for new offences, 4 

Females — 

Revoked for breach of conditions in Refuges, . 4 

,, for new offences 4 



The conduct of the women transferred to the Refuge at Golden 
Bridge, and the Shelter, Harcourt-road, was praiseworthy, more 
especially when it is rememhered that the numbers now eligible 
for transfer are, owing to changes approved in 1869, much larger, 



* In addition to this number there were 345 convicts under detention in the 
county prisons, and several hundred in Bermuda and Gibraltar, who were subse- 
quently discharged in Ireland, 
t Four of these are military convicts. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




7 



of Convict Prisons for Ireland. 

and comprise a class of prisoners not hitherto Buited for admission 
to the very valuable institutions in question. 

There was no attempt at combined insubordination during the 
year, and corporal punishment was resorted to in nine instances. 

E. D. Spread, esq., who bad been over twenty years in the 
service, retired in June last, on medical grounds, from the Governoi-- 
sliip of the Mountjoy Male Prison, and was succeeded by P. W. 
Hackett, esq. 

Under the head of each prison the details connected with the 
particular establishments are supplied in the Reports of the 
Directors, and in those of the responsible officers. 

The conduct of the subordinate officers was, with very few 
exceptions, commendable. 

The health of the officers and prisoners was, on the whole, good. 

We have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Tour obedient Servants, 

Patrick Joseph Murray, 1 Dir<lctor3 
J. Barlow, j 
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Seventeenth Annual Report of the Directors 



MouNTjoY MOUNTJOY MALE CONVICT PRISON. 

Male 

Convict 

Prison. 

Directors' During the year the conduct of the prisoners was very satis- 

Report. . ° J 

factory. . 

The punishments were the fewest and the lightest ; and it was 
unnecessary to have recourse to corporal chastisement. 

The officers of the staff performed the duties with the usual 
care and intelligence. 

The Female Prison assisted very materially in shoemaking, 
large quantities of uppers, cut out in the Male Prison, having 
been closed in the former establishment. Latterly considerable 
portions of the male convict clothing was made up in the Female 
Prison, and thus additional numbers of convicts were with safety 
put to prison emplo}' merits, transferred after eight months con- 
finement to the public works at Spike Island and Haulbowline 

The mats and mattings for the Commissioners of Public Works 
in Ireland, as mentioned in our Report of last year, were madem 
large quantities, and are fully approved of. 

The health of the prisoners and officers was excellent. _ 

The expenses were of the ordinary kind, and will be found m 
the Appendix, under their various heads. 

The buildings were, as usual, kept in repair under the direction 
of the Commissioners of Public Works. 

The attached Reports of the Governor, the Chaplains, the 
Medical Officer, and the Head Schoolmaster, supply the informa- 
tion which it is the duty of these officers to annually furnish. 



Patrick Joseph Murray , \ DirectorSt 
J. Barlow, j 



Governor's 
Report • 



GOVERNOR’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Government Male Prison, 
January, 1871. 



Gentlemen, — I have the honour to present my annual report accom- 
panied by the statistical returns for the year ending 31st December, 1870. 

On the 21st June last I received charge of this prison from Mr. Spread 
the late Governor. The period of my management being therefore con- 
fined to a part of the past year, my observations can only refer to what 
came within iny knowledge during my term of office, extending over a 
period of little more than sjx months. I can report most favourably of 
the present state of discipline in the prison. 1 have observed in all the 
officers an anxiety and a desire for the due performance of their respec- 
tive duties, and I must add that the superior officers have efficiently sup- 
ported me in carrying out the management and care of the prison. 
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The number of convicts admitted to my charge since the 21st June 
stand at 99, and I have much gratification in stating that a total Convict 
absence of misconduct of a grave and aggravated nature has marked the PkI50?< - 
entire period during which I have been placed in charge. The prisoners a omrnor 
as a rule have conducted themselves in a very creditable maimer ; they Report. 
have been orderly, respectful, and industrious. This, 1 respectfully submit, 
ctoqs far to show that the system adopted in this prison with regard to 
the treatment of prisoners has worked satisfactorily, and is likely to lead 
to good results hi the future. 

Thebranches of industrial work, viz. , tailoring, skoemaking, mat-making, 
mat-weaving, hearthrug-weaving, besides the weaving of matting, making 
of brooms, and the upholstering of mattresses, are now in full operation in 
this prison, and by means of the system which is adopted here a power- 
ful incentive is given to each prisoner to prove his efficiency and industry 
at his allotted work. A prisoner coming ihto Momitjoy Prison being 
for the first three months of his imprisonment _ employed at the mono- 
tonous task of oakum picking, fiuds a change to the more useful labour 
which he is afterwards put to in the manufacturing department a relaxa- 
tion in his favour. In all such instances I find that the prisoners 
commence their new employment with alacrity, and that a wholesome 
fear on their part lest any display of idleness or inattention at their work 
may oblige and justify their removal back to tlieir original employment 
affords a new means of inflicting a salutary. punishment, whilst it induces 
the prisoner himself to make the utmost efforts in his power to render Ins 
labour both effective and remunerative. 

During the past year a new church for the use of the Protestant priso- 
ners has been fitted up within the prison, and the clerk’s office has been 
changed in order that it may be more conveniently situated tor the tran- 
saction of the business connected with it: 

AH prison buildings and fittings pertaining to them have been kept in 
good repair by the officers connected with the Board of Public Works, 
and all requisitions on that department have been promptly and carefully 

I certify tliat the rules laid down for the government of the piison 
have been strictly complied with, except in such particular -cases as have 
been specially reported to, and brought under the notice of the Directoi. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

P. W. Hackett, Governor. 



To the Directors of Convict Prisons. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton pbrary Digitisation Unit 




10 



Seventeenth Annual Report of the Directors 



Mountjoy 

Male 

Conyict 

Prison. 

Governor's 

Report. 



Classified Statement of tlie Number of Offences committed by the Prisoners 
during tbe year ended 31st December, 1870. 



Offences. No. 

Assaults on convicts, - - - 1 3 

Communicating and other minor 
offences, ----- 62 
Disobedience, 8 

Disobedience and insolence, - - 2 

Disorderly conduct, - - - 2 



Offences. No. 

Insolence, - * - - -5 

Idleness, 1 

Damaging prison property, - - 2 

Prohibited articles in possession, - 10 

Total, - - - - 105 



Classification of Crimes for which those Prisoners have been sentenced who 
were received during the year ended 31st December, 1870. 



Assaulting dwelling-house, - 
Arson, ------ 

Assault, - - - 

Assault (grievous), - 

Burglary and larceny, - 
Burglary, - 

Burglary and felony, - - - 

Burglary and robbery, - 

Cattle stealing, - 

Coining, - 

Cutting and wounding, - 

Felonious assault, - 

Felony, ------ 

Firing at, with intent, - - - 

House robbery, - 

Highway robbery, - 

Horse-stealing, - 

Housebreaking, - 

Larceny, - 
Larceny in dwelling, - 

Larceny from person, - - - 

Larceny and previous conviction, _ - 
Larceny after previous conviction 
for felony, - 



2 

2 

1 

3 
6 
8 
5 

4 

5 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 
3 
2 
2 

15 

23 

2 

17 

22 

13 



Crimes. No. 

Murder, - - 1 

Manslaughter, 9 

Military offences, 6 

Malicious assault, - - - - 3 

Perjury, - - 1 

Pig stealing, ----- 1 

Picking pockets, - - - 2 

Bobbery, ----- 7 

Bape, 3 

Beceiving stolen goods, - - - 2 

Sheep stealing, ... - 6 

Shooting at, - - - - - 2 

Stabbing, ----- 1 

Soliciting to murder, - - - 1 

Threatening letters, - - - 7 

Uttering forged notes, - - - 1 

Unlawful assembling and carrying 
away arms, - - - - 2 

Unlawful assembling and attacking 
dwelling, - - - - - 4 

Whiteboy offences, 2 

Total, - - - - 204 



Number of Prisoners admitted in association during the year ended 
31st December, 1870. 



Trades. No. 

Tailors, from separation at Mountjoy 
Prison, ----- 3 

Shoemakers, from separation at 
Mountjoy Prison, - - - 3 

Garden Labourers from separation 
at Mountjoy Prison, 2 

Matmalcers from separation at 
Mountjoy Prison, - - - 2 

Weavers from separation at Mount- 
joy Prison, - - - 3 

Carpenters from separation at 
Mountjoy Prison, 1 

Bemaining on 31st December, 1869, 48 



Trades. 

Bemoved Tailors, - 

,, Shoemakers, - 

,, Matmakers, - - • - 

,, Garden Labourers, 

,, Weavers, - 

,, Carpenters, - 

,, Tinsmiths, - 

Bemaining on 31st December, 1870, 



No. 

3 

3 

0 
2 

1 
1 

43 



Total, 



- 62 



Total, - - - 62 



[Return. 
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Return of W onn performed in the Tailors’, Shoemakers’, and Manufacturing Motjntjov 



Department during the year ended 31st December, 1870. 



Tailoring Department. 



Mailing. 


No. 


Chief Warders’ uniform suits, 


3 


Principal „ „ 


4 


„ „ top coats, - 


6 


Warders' „ 


- 79 


„ frock coats, - 


- 161 


,, trousers, 


- 162 


,, caps, 


- 163 


„ cap covers, - 

Flannel drawers, 


74 


4 


Monkey jackets, - - - 


- G5 


Barragon vests, - 


2 


Mattress covers, - 


- 520 


Bolsters ,, 


- 100 


Pillows ,, 


- 103 


Tweed coats, - 


- 24 


,, trousers, - 


- 27 


,, vests, - - - 


- 26 


Carters’ clothing suit, - 


1 


Frieze ,, 

Cutting. 


1 



Calico coats, 

,, leggings, - 

Frieze jackets, 

,, trousers, - 

,, vest9, 

,, caps, 

- ,, braces, 

Corduroy trousers, 
Barragon vests, - 

Repairing. 

Officers’ coats, - 
,, trousers, 

„ caps, - - 

„ tweed vests, - 
Frieze jackets, - 



52 

52 

467 

351 

551 

101 

256 

140 

198 



7 

235 



Tailoring Department. 

Repairing — continued. 
Frieze trousers, - 

„ vests, - - - - 

,, caps, - - - - 

Shoem a king Department. 

Making. 

Blucher boots, pairs, - 
Leather slippers 
Navvy boots 
Men’s shoes 
Matrons' slippers 
Women’s shoes 
Children’s shoes 
Frieze slippers 
High heel boot, - 
Leather Muffs, - 
Strait jackets, - 
Cot straps, - 

Repairing. 

Boots, pairs. 

Slippers „ - 

Men’s shoes ,, - 

Women’s,, „ - 

Frieze slippers ,, 

Strait jackets, - 
Cots, - 

Mat, &c., Department. 



Male 
CoNVicr 
Prison. 

* . „ Governor's 
< 48 Report. 

91 ^ 

8 



232 

72 

108 

867 

32 

838 

7 

100 

1 

6 

1 

420 

40 

146 

383 

273 

15 

1 

27 



Coir mats, - 
Bordered mats, 
Hearthrugs, 
Matting, 

Bass brooms, 
Hand scrubbers, 
Scrubber clamps, 
Mattresses, - 
Bolsters, 

Pillows, - 



lbs., 14,028 
-2,206 

- 176 
yards, 1 ,7 50 J 

- 117 

- 96 

- 29 

- - 425 

- 100 
- 101 



Statement of the Number of Convicts committed and disposed of, from 
1st January to 31st December, 1870. 

Removed to— 

Convict Dep6ts, - " - io- 

Discharged, - - “ " 10 

Remaining in custody on 31st 
December, 1870, - 134 



Received from — 

County and City Gaols, - 
Convict Dep&ts, - “ 

Dundrum Lunatic Asylum, 

Military Barracks, - - 

Police Office (ticket of licence 
revoked), - 

Total, - 

XANTE *0*. reC6iyed 



Not reported to have teen in prison 

‘hAfnrp. - * “ “ - 



before, 

Once, - 
Twice, - 
Three times, - 
Four „ 

Five „ 

Six „ 
Seven „ 



Eight times, - 
Nine „ ■ 

Ten ,, - * “ 

Ten and under fifteen times, - 
Fifteen times and over, - 
Antecedents not known, 

Total, 
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Seventeenth Animal Report of the Directors 



Mountjoy 

Male 

Convict 

Prison. 

Governor ’» 
Report. 



Ages of Prisoners on Conviction, received during the year ended 
3 1 st December, 1870. 

Fifteen, and under twenty years of age, 19 
Twenty, and under twenty-five, - 49 
Twenty-five, and under thirty, - 51 
Thirty, and under forty, - - 62 

Forty, and under fifty, - - - 21 



Fifty, and under sixty, - - - 7 

Sixty, and over, - - - - 5 

Total, - - - 204 



Sentences of the Prisoners committed to this Prison during the year ended 
31st December, 1870. 



Five years’ penal servitude, - 


80 


Fifteen years’ penal servitude, 


Six „ 


,, 


1 


Twenty ,, >> 


Seven ,, 


,, 


91 


Life 


Eight ,, 

Ten ,, 




2 

17 


Total, 


Fourteen ,, 


,, - - 


5 






Single, 138. 




Married, 66 . 


Roman Catholics, 177. 


Protestants, 24. Presbyterians, 3. 



Return showing the Value of the Productive Labour of the Prisonehs and 
the Number employed during the year ended 31st December, 1870. 



How employed. 



Tailors, - -- -- -- -- 

Shoemakers, ------- - 'T 

Carpenters, --------- 

Smiths, - -- -- -- -- 

Garden and labouring work, ------ 

Coopers and tinmen, ------- 

Matmakers and weavers, ------ 

Mattressmakers, - - 

Netmakers and repairing cots, - 
Brushmakers, - -- -- -- - 

Painters, - - - 7 * ~ " " . 

Fatigue work, cleaning prison, cooks, and picking 
oakum, fibre, &c., ------- 

Daily average effective prisoners employed as above, - 
Daily average non-effective in hospital, unahle to work, 
and sick in cells, &c., - - - - - 

Total daily average, 

Total, - 



Daily 

average 



303 days. 



12*99 
31-14 
2-31 
•08 
9-04 
1-39 
31 -07 
1-46 
•15 
•36 
1-61 

69-33 



150-93 

6-24 



Estimated valui 
of the work 
performed. 



£ s. d. 
211 15 8 
310 8 4 

52 9 11 
1 16 4 
205 8 8 
31 11 9 
309 3 6 

24 12 0 
3 8 2 
3 16 8 
36 11 9 



564 17 5 



* Of thii number 161 were employed in separation at tailoring work, after three months 
from date of reception at Mountjoy Prison. , .. 

f Of this number 11*36 were omployed in separation at she emakmg work, alter tnree 
months from date of reception at Mountjoy Prison. 
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MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Male Prison, 
January, 1870. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to lay before you the usual statistical 
tables showing the sanitary state of the prison for the year 1870 ; and it 
affords me pleasure to state it has been very satisfactory. The daily aver- 
age number of sick in hospital was 4'7, including three prisoners sent 
here from the Lusk establishment for hospital treatment. This average 
is moderate, 330 convicts having passed through the prison within the year. 

On medical grounds twenty-one prisoners (probationers) were removed 
to Spike Island ; there were none to the Central Criminal Lunatic Asylum 
at Dundrum ; no death occurred within the year, nor were we visited by 
any epidemic disease. 

The altered scale of dietary which was prepared by me at your request, 
subsequently approved of, and which came into operation on the 1st of 
April last, has given, so far as I can perceive, satisfaction ; but I would 
still recommend that a further slight improvement he made in it, and it 
will then in my opinion be an excellent dietary for the use of convicts. 

The health of the prison staff continues satisfactory ; thirteen were re- 
ceived into hospital. Except in one instance the cases were not of a grave 
character, and no death occurred during the year. 

I continue to receive the unvarying and effective support of the Gov- 
ernor and officers of every grade. 

I have the honour to he, gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

James William Young, m.d., Medical Officer, 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons. 



Mountjot 

Male 

Convict 

Prison. 

Medical 

Officer'* 

Report. 



Table I.— Hospital Return for the year 1870. 

Number of Prisoners in custody, 1st January , 1870, - - * 

received during the year, - 

” Patients in Hospital, 1st January, 1870, - - 

^ ,, admitted during the year, " " 

H ,, discharged, ” 



remaining in Hospital, 1st January, 1871, 
Daily average of sick in hospital foxing ^j e , 'j ’ 
Number of times prisoners were prescribed for m the prison, 



- 128} 
- 208) 




336 

116 

116 

4-7 



992 



Table II.— Diseases of those admitted to Hospital. 



Asthma, _ - 

Bronchitis, 

Catarrh, 

Obstipation, 

Debility, - 

Ulcer, 

Observation, for, 
Cynanche, 
Hydrocele, 
Scrofula, - 



- 4 


Ophthalmia, - - 7 


- 3 


Whitlow, - - “2 


- 20 


Arthritis, - - j 


- 3 


Rheumatism, - - J 


- 3 


Diarrhoea, - - ' 


- 2 


Orchitis, " J 


- 21 


Tympanitis, - “ 1 


- 1 


Paralysis, - - J 


. 2 


Parulis, - - " ’ 


- 2 


Febrile, - ' 6 



Cutaneous, 

Gastric, - 
Weak action of heart, 
Synovitis, - 
Haemorrhoids, - 
Syphilis, 

Hip, disease of, - 
Pleuritis, - 
Haemoptysis, 
Dysentery, 



5 

3 

1 

2 

3 

l 

l 

l 

1 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Seventeenth Annual Report of the Directors 



14 



Mountjoy Table III. — Prisoners removed to Spike Island, from probation, on 

Male Medical Grounds. 

Convict 

Prison. _ i | i ■ 



~ — Date. 

Medical 

Officer's 


Register 

No. 


Initials of 
Namo. 


Observations on case, as made in letter recommending 
removal. 


Report. T 

January 8, 
February 28, 


7964 


P. 3L, . 


Weak-minded, unfit for cellular discipline. 


7918 


M. L., . 


Rather eccentric, ,, ,, 


March 14, 


7968 


W. B., . 


Partially paralysed and not very clear intellect. 


j > i) 


7972 


B. P., . 


Old and delicate, subject to attacks of atonic 


,, ,, 


7970 


M. L., . 


gout. 

Morose and melancholy, hypochondriacal, odd 


April 13, 


8016 


M. R., . 


in manner. 

Old and feeble, unfit for cellular discipline. 


„ ,, 


7992 


M. F., . 


Old and feeble, ,, ,, 


„ 27, 

May 5, 


8029 


H. D., . 


Has lost a leg, ' ,, „ 


8021 


J. W., . 


Slight epileptic fits, ,, „ 


June 14, 


7965 


M. C., . 


Manifesting symptoms of weak-mindedness. 


July 12, 


8000 


T. W., . 


Eccentric and unfit for this prison. 


’> » j 


8050 


b. a, . 


Paralysis agitans, ,, ,, 


„ 26, 


8072 


T. R., . 


Valvular disease, ,, ,, 


,, >i 


8009 


P. B., . 


Weak action of heart,, ,, 


,, 28, 


7983 


D. J., . 


A very silly boy, ,, ,, 


August 12, 


8070 


J. H., 


An old feeble man, ,, ,, 


8063 


J. F., . 


Very eccentric, ,, ,, 


„ 31, 

Sept. 15, 


8062 


W. L., . 


Subject to epileptic fits, ,, 


8107 


P. O’B., . 


Do. 


„ 23, 

Novem. 29, 


7966 


J. K., . 


Health giving way from close confinement. 


8121 


J. M., . 


A simpleton, unfit for cellular discipline. 


Protestant 

Chaplain's 

Report. 


PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Male Prison, 

Dublin, 31st January, 1871. 



Gentlemen, — I have to report that dining the past year the usual ser- 
vices of the Church were held, and the prisoners constantly visited in 
their cells. The conduct of the prisoners generally has been very good. 

I regret that I should have been directed to give religious books only to 
prisoners in probation, as by so doing the reading of religious books is con- 
sidered by the prisoners to be a part of the severer punishment and stricter 
discipline with which they are treated for some time after then reception 
into the prison, a punishment to be relaxed as soon as a prisoner has by 
good conduct been advanced to a higher class, when secular books are 
allowed to be supplied to him. It is my belief, strengthened by experience 
of the effect of this regulation, that such a rule tends to make men hate 
religious books, as they are thus associated in their minds with severe dis- 
cipline and punishment. Sip.ce the order alluded to was issued, I brought 
an instance of its working under the notice of the Visiting Director 
which I think shows that some modification of this rule might be conceded 
with advantage to the prisoners.' * 

In last August, in spite of my urgent remonstrance against such a pro- 
ceeding, the congregation under my charge was put out of the Church in 
which Divine service had been celebrated, -with one necessary interruption, 
for many years, during the greater part of which time, if not all, there was a 
much larger number of convicts in the prison, amounting at times I be- 
lieve to as much as three times as many as are now confined therein, and 
the place provided for the celebration of Divine service is in my opinion 
unfit for such a purpose from its very position in the prison, and besides 

* The rule of not giving the books referred to is very old and sound, and was the result of 
much thought. The Visiting Director is quite satisfied that it ought not to be broken. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




15 



of Convict Prisons for Ireland. 



it is comfortless in the extreme, and has been, during the whole of this Modntjoy 
severe winter, perfectly miserable. As this is a matter which greatly con- -^ ALE 
cerns the comfort of the prisoners at Divine service, and also to some extent 

at least the benefit they are likely to derive from religious instruction, and 

involves other consequences of importance to them, I hope this matter may 
be taken into consideration by the Directors with a view to restoring to xfportf 3 
those under my charge their former place of worship.* 

There are other subjects to which I wished to allude, but the Yisiting 
Director having decided they are unsuitable for my ann ual report I am 
obliged to omit them. 

To the Governors, both present and former, and to all the officers of the 
prison with whom I have been brought in contact during the past year, 

I have to tender my thanks for their uniform courtesy to me, and for 
what I value much more, as far as it came under my observation, for their 
general kindness and consideration towards the prisoners under their 
charge. 

I am, gentlemen, your faithful servant, 

Robert Flemyng, a.il, 

Church of Ireland Chaplain. 

To the Directors, Irish Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Male Prison, 

3rd January, 1871. 

Gentlemen, — I have to submit to you my report for the year 1870. 

I beg to report that the moral and religious conduct of the prisoners 
committed to my care has given me much satisfaction ; and I believe 
myself justified in saying that the morality of the prison, during the year 
now passed away, was in as healthy a condition as in any year of my 
experience. The prisoners have manifested attention and docility in 
receiving the moral and religious instruction given them, either collect- 
ively, or in divisions, four or five times, each week. I have, as usual, 
celebrated, three times each week, the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, at which 
all the convicts assisted, apparently, with reverence and devotion. I have 
regularly visited the prisoners in their cells, and have also attended to 
the wants of the sick and those in hospital. The confessions of the con- 
victs have been heard on every Friday, and, occasionally, on other days of 
the week. 

In April last, the Sacrament of Confirmation was administered to a 
large number of the prisoners by the Coadjutor Bishop of Kildare, the 
Right Rev. Dr. Lynch, in the absence of his Eminence the Cardinal 
Archbishop. . , 

I am bound to report that, on a general review of the working ot the 
prison, in its several departments, during the year, the secular education, 
the industrial training, the discipline, the moral and religious instruction, 
have all 'been carried out in harmonious action, and have thus concurred, 
each in its own way, to attain a principal object, which the government 
has in view, viz., the reformation of the criminal. This combined action 

* The room referred to wag outside the prison, and ought never, the Visiting Director thrnkj 
to have been used for such a purpose. The room was wanted for £have 
Visiting Director had a proper church constructed m the prison ; the Board of ; Works ha e 
fully arranged it. It will hold 80 convicts ; the average number of Protestant convicts m 
JS70 *t the male prison was 24. 
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and consequent success I attribute, in a great measure, to the skill 
constant attention, Christian charity and prudence of the prison officials 
generally. 

The industrial works — weaving, tailoring, shoemaking, carpentry, 
making mats, mattresses, &c., carried out under the direction of trade 
instructors, continue to have a most beneficial influence on the convicts, 
by forming in them habits of useful industry, cheerfulness and docility. 
I hope that the success which has attended this experiment, will induce 
the Directors to further development and extension of these reformatory 
and remunerative works. 

I wish, before concluding, to make one remark regarding convicts 
subjected to penal servitude for life or very long periods. This class of 
prisoners is, thank Cod, very limited in this country. After some ex- 
perience. of these convicts and close observation and intimate relations 
with them, I am persuaded that they are, in an especial manner, exposed 
to despair and its consequences, recklessness and insubordination. In 
order to the reformation of these men, some little hope is essential, and 
I am glad to have it in my power to report that the enlargement of a 
few of these men has latterly produced most beneficial effects upon this 
class. In a foreign country these men, separated from old associations, 
and being no longer a disgrace to their family and friends, would be 
enabled to commence life anew and become useful members of society. 
Prom communications which I had from some of them now in distant 
lands, I can confidently say that the clemency of the Government has not 
been misapplied in their case. I beg, therefore, to express a hope that 
this clemency may be extended, in every case, where there are sufficient 
grounds for believing that there has been a real reformation ; I must, 
however, repeat what I said so often in former reports, that the refor- 
mation of criminals depends mainly upon the staff of officers engaged in 
the management of the prison. A work so difficult and so delicate as 
moral reformation is impossible to other than men of intelligence, self-con- 
trol, prudence, devotedness and Christian Charity, hence the necessity 
of the greatest care and the most searching diligence in filling up 
vacancies as they shall hereafter occur in the prison. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen. 

Your most obedient servant, 

Michael Cody, R.C.C. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

49, Great Charles-street, Dublin, 

20 th January, 1871. 

Gentlemen, — At the commencement of another year it becomes my 
duty to present to you my annual report. 

There is little of importance to note during the past year in reference 
to the prisoners that have attended my services. At the commencement 
of the year their number was somewhat greater than usual, but towards 
its close the number in confinement fell below the average, owing to the 
removal of several convicts to Spike Island, their period of probation in 
Mount] oy having been completed, and owing also to the fact that no ad- 
ditional Presbyterian prisoner has been received during the past eight 
months. 
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Concerning the conduct of the prisoners I am bound to say that in so 
far as it came under my observation it has been uniformly good. There 
has been a marked attention, and I hope also a true devotional spirit 
manifested in the services of the Sabbath; and there has also been ex- 
hibited, more than heretofore, a craving for knowledge and instruction, 
as evidenced in an increasing desire to avail themselves of all the re- 
sources of the library. 

It is a peculiarly happy provision in the internal economy of Mountjoy 
that punishment and a reformatory discipline are blended. To inflict 
punishment for past offences is always an .easier thing than to implant 
such right desires and principles of action as shall, by the Divine bless- 
ing, lead to future reformation. And it is the combination of these 
tilings that constitutes in my view the chief excellency of prison regula- 
tions. In the provision that is made in the various religious services of 
this prison, testimony is borne to the truth that there can be no refor- 
mation of life that does not flow from the power and influence of religion 
in the heart. 

Concerning the efficiency and courtesy of all the officers it were need- 
less for me to speak. By their acts they speak for themselves. 

I remain, gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

Robekt Hanna. 

The Directors of Government Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



HEAD SCHOOLMASTER’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Male Prison, 

18 th of January, 1871. 

Gentlemen, — In compliance with your order I make the annual report 
of Mountjoy male prison school, under my care, which consists of three 
schools, or rather three divisions of the same school — viz., “the day 
school ” “ the evening school,” and the “ dinner hour school." 

The probation prisoners, or all the prisoners not above the education 
programme, laid down by the Directors for eight months after admission, 
attend the day school, which is held from eleven to one o’clock. The junior 
classes of these, viz., the first and second spelling and reading classes, are 
allowed to attend for one hour of this time at school every day. The 
more advanced who do not need it so much, viz., the third and fourth 
reading classes, are allowed to attend at school during three hours every 
week ; each of the two classes attending for an hour every alternate 
day. 

In addition to this, the day classes are visited in succession in their 
separate cells, during dinner hour— from two to three o’clock— by the 
teachers, and are instructed individually. 

Those prisoners who are kept here after eight months’ probation, -whom 
I call the associated classes, attend the evening school from six to seven 
o’clock, which consists of two sections, viz., those above the programme, 
who are allowed to attend and improve themselves by reading and other 
modes of self-culture, not receiving tuition from the teachers ; and those 
below the programme, who receive instructions from the teachers. 

The instructions now given in the schools being elementary, great at- 
tention is paid to those prisoners who are illiterate at reception, and 
their progress in most instances is very satisfactory. 
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Mo tint jot It is cheering to me, who have been in office in workhouses and 

Ccwmdr P r ^ 0Ils these twenty-eight years past (I have therefore some experience 
Prison, of the character of this sort of life), to be able to state that the moral tone 

of the prisoners in Mountjoy male prison is not only good, but so 

School- exemplary that I could scarcely suggest — if called on to do so — any im- 
master't provement that could be reasonably expected from men of their grade. 
Report. As I observed in my last year’s report, it surprises me that men now 
so good and obedient had ever committed such crimes as are recorded 
against them. 

Statistics, of Mountjoy Male Prison School on the 31st December, 1870, 



Reading. 


No. 1 


Writing. 


No. 

' 


Arithmetic. 


| No. 


Geography. 


No. 


First Book, - 
Second Book, - 


16 


Large letters, 


1 


Making figures 


7 


Map of World, 


48 


32 1 


Large-hand, - 


10 


Four rules, - 


71 


Maps of Europe 












and Ireland, 


60 


Third Book, - 


26 


Small-hand, - 


97 


Compound 














rules & above, 


30 ! 






Fourth Book, - 


34 














Total, - 


108 


Total, 


108 


Total, 


108 


Total, 


108* 


Fourth Book, - 


21 


Small-hand, - 


21 ' 


Proportion, &c. 


21 


Above Maps,- 


21+ 


Tot. at School, 


129 


Tot. at School, 


129 


Tot. at School, 


129 


Tot.at School, 


129 



* Under tuition at school. f Not under tuition. 



I am, gentlemen, 

Your obedient humble servant, 

Michael Harold, Head Schoolmaster. 
To the Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



Sfike SPIKE ISLAND PRISON. 

Island 

Prison. ij»he state of this prison during the past year has been, as was 
Directors' reported last year, satisfactory and creditable to the local author- 
epor ' ities. 

The conduct of the subordinate officers has been generally 
satisfactory. During the year three were dismissed for serious 
breaches of the prison rules ; two resigned, and the removal of 
three from the service was recommended, their performance of 
their duties during probation not having been satisfactory. 

The conduct of the convicts has been, generally speaking, good, 
nearly one-half of the entire number having reached the Advanced 
Class — the highest attainable. This is the more satisfactory, 
owing to the convicts being now almost entirely of the class of 
habitual offenders. A very large proportion of the convicts are of 
entirely a different class to those in this prison some years back. 
There are some few violent and apparently incorrigible prisoners ; 
to this class are owing the cases of assault, one of which was of a 
very serious character ; in nine cases corporal punishment was 
ordered. Many of the cases of misconduct arise from a class of 
prisoners, who, if not so dangerous as those just mentioned, are 
quite as troublesome — the class of weak-minded prisoners, who 
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are not fitted for removal to the Criminal Lunatic Asylum. It is Spike 
very difficult to control this class of prisoners. They frequently 
annoy the -well-conducted prisoners ; their labour is almost value- — _ 
less. A short, sharp punishment in a County Gaol would pro- jjjjjjj"’' 
bably prove more deterrent to this class of prisoners than the 
lengthened term in a Convict Prison. 

The health of the prisoners has been good. 

No change has taken place in the employment of the convicts. 

They are still employed upon the Admiralty Works at Haulbow- 
line. As a rule, their industry is very satisfactory. 

The D Prison has, during the past year, been fitted with 
separate cells; and, excepting some few cases in which convicts 
are, upon medical grounds, retained in association, all the convicts 
are' in separation, excepting when on the works, or at school, 
exercise, &e. 

The Chaplains continue to report satisfactorily. 

The school arrangements remain unchanged. 

The usual Statistics and Reports are attached. 

Patrick Joseph Murray, 1 Diredon 
J. Barlow, j 



GOVERNOR’S REPORT. g . 

Re, 

Spike Island Convict Depot, 

March, 1871. 

Gentlemen,— In accordance with your instructions 1 have the honour 
to submit my annual report on Spike Island Convict Depot for the year 
1870 

First, I beg to express my satisfaction at being able to report favour- 
ably on the generally satisfactory manner m which the discipline officers 
performed their duties during the year. The chief wardei and 
principal warders also performed their respective and responsible duties 
with a creditable zeal, intelligence, and diligence 

The sentences of the convicts were duly carried out, and none of Them 
were to my knowledge, subjected to any improper or unauthorized 
teatment The convicts available for ordinary labour were, as usmd, 
remilarlv employed on the new docks m progress at Haulhowhne Islapd, 
and I eonshler the work there to be of a kind most suitable for convict 
convicts, as a rule, being employed in large bodies ffiey 
are more under the supervision of the P™ el Pf' “ ^ty 

ordinate officers in 

tS^cnttem (men *^^2^ 

cutters at work, in addition to the othei > nece5SarT to qualify 
nailers, shoemakers, fa., and to obtom i a tmde it * -™*° or L, ? 

by satisfactory P^son “ontot End i^is ^ ^^observation, and 
would here also mention that notlling in the way of prison 

some experience of convicts, II h salutary or reformatory, and I 

treatment or management has a moie saiu . g 
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Spike 

Island 

Prison. 

Governor's 

Report. 



would say, permanent reformatory effect on a convict, than making him 
a tradesman ; in fact, although only a convict tradesman, he feels and 
looks upon himself as above tire labourer convict, and he carries with 
lrim to his liberty the same feeling and greater independence and self 
respect than the labourer convict, knowing that, as a tradesman, he has 
attained some position and is capable of earning good wages. The trade 
is therefore, the agent and the spirit of independence and self-respect, 
the influence which promotes and encourages reformation both when in 
and out of prison. For example — were I to take, say, six convicts of 
very bad prison conduct, and place them at such prison trades as each 
mio-ht select, five out of the six would most likely, at once, become 
steady, well-conducted convicts; but to do this would be setting a 
premium on misconduct, and also deprive the well-conducted of their 
privileges. Hence, to give a trade it is necessary to qualify by good 

conduct and industry. , , , 

There were several cases of individual insubordination and assaults 
on officers and fellow-convicts during the year, especially by the weak- 
minded, irresponsible, and eccentric convicts, but on the whole the 
behaviour of the convicts generally was satisfactory both when on and 



off the works. 

Daily average number on the works (prison works 
included), . • ■ ; 

Hot employed (in cells and hospital), 



646 

29 



Total daily average, . 67 S 

Eight convicts received corporal punishment during the year, viz. 
Four for assaults on officers and fellow-convicts, and four for general 
insubordinate conduct in the shape of continued misconduct and deliber- 
ately refusing to work. . , , 

One convict attempted to effect lus escape when at work outside the 
prison, but he was recaptured within twenty minutes by the officer 
from whom he escaped. Ho was returned for trial for the attempt, and 
sentenced to six months’ imprisonment from the expiration of his present 

sentence. . ,, . 

The prison buildings are in fair condition, and I am aware ot nothing 
required beyond the usual incidental repairs. .... 

The whole of the available buildings have now been subdivided so as 
to give cellular accommodation for six hundred and seventy-seven convicts, 
the epileptics and invalids being the only men remaining in association. 
The change from association is a great advantage to tho convicts them- 
selves, and also an assistance in maintaining discipline. 

Ho intimation has been given me of any existing abuse or abuses, and 
I have observed none. 

The religious and moral instructions of the convicts have been, as usual, 
carefully and punctually attended to by the respective chaplains, and, I 
may say, that all ranks of the staff have shown a zealous interest in the 
welfare of the establishment. 

The usual statistical returns for the year are forwarded herewith. 

I hereby certify that the rules laid down for the government of the 
prison have been complied with during the past year, except in such 
cases as have been reported to, or brought under the notice of the 
inspector or the director. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Peter Hay, Governor. 

The Directors of Government Prisons, Dublin Castle. 
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Return showing the Crimes of 694 Convicts in Custody on the 31st December, 
1870. 



by 



Murder, - - - - 18 

Conspiracy to murder, - - 1 

Soliciting to murder, - - 1 

Shooting at with intent to murder, 9 
Administering poison, - - 2 

Manslaughter, - - - 17 

Stabbing, cutting, and wounding, - 4 

Felonious, grievous, malicious, and 
other assaults, - - - 25 

Assault and robbery, - - 12 

Assault with intent to rob, _ - 2 

Indecent assault on a boy in the 
workhouse, - - - l 

Rape, - - - - 15 

Carnally knowing a female under 
age of twelve years, - - 1 

Sacrilege, - - - - 3 

Robbery, - - - ' 15 , 

Highway robbery, - - • - 5 

Burglary and robbery, - - 29 

Burglary and previous conviction, - 42 
Housebreaking and robbery, - 51 

Felony and previous conviction, - 20 
Felony of Post letters and their 
contents, - - - - 2 

Demanding money by menaces with 
intent to rob, - " . " 1 

Larceny and previous conviction, - 215 

Stealing from the person, - - fa’l 

Cattle stealing, - - - 17 

Sheep stealing, - - - 21 . 

Return showing the Number of Convicts in Custody, committed and disposed 
of (luring the Year ended 31st December, 1870. 

HOW DISPOSED OF. 



Horse stealing, 

Receiving stolen goods, 

Obtaining goods and money 
means of false pretences, - 
Coining and passing base coin, 
Having base coin in possession, 
Having coining implements in pos- 
session, - - - 

Uttering forged Post Office order 
for money, - 

Uttering a forged £5 note, - 
Uttering forged warrant order for 
the payment of money, - 
Forgery, - 
Perjury, - 
Whiteboy offence, - 

Unlawfully assembling, breaking 
into habitation, and carrying away 
arms, - 

Writing and sending threatening 
letters, - 
Embezzlement, - 

Arson and attempt at arson, 
Bigamy, - 
Bestiality, - 

Buggery, - - 

Malicious injury to machinery, 
Military offences, - - - 

Total, 



SriKE 
Island 
Prison. 

2 1 Governor's 
Report . 



COMMITTED. 

1 st January, 1870 — 

In custody, - 
Committed from — 
Mountjoy Male Prison, 



Total, - 



853 



3 1 st December, 1 87 0- 
llemaining in custody, - 
Removed during the year to— 
Mountjoy Male Prison {for Lusk), 
Discharged ou completiou of 
sentence, - " . ' 

Discharged on commutation ot 
sentence, - ■ 

Discharged on completion of 
periods equal to what remained 
of their sentences when they 
were released on licence, 
Released on licence, - * 

Removed to Cork County Gaol, 
Died, - 

Total, 



Return showing the Sentences and Ages on CoNYimo* of 694 Conytots in 
HE S Custody on the 31st December, 1870. 

| SENTENCES. 

225 Life penal servitude, - - « 

• 1 Life trausportation, - “ u 



SENTENCES. 

Five Years’ Penal Servitude, 
Six „ >» 

Seven ,, >» 

Eight ,, »» 

Nine », >» 

Ten ,, j » 

Fourteen,, »> 

Fifteen ,, » 

Twenty ,, >» 

Twenty-five „ 



- 274 



■ 8 
1 

644 



Total, 694 
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Ages on Conviction. 

Under Twenty Years, - 
Twenty and under Twenty-five, - 
Twenty-five and under Thirty, - 
Thirty and under Thirty-five, 

Thirty-five and under Forty, 

Forty and under Fifty, - 
Fifty and under Sixty, - 

Sixty and under Seventy, 

Seventy and under Eighty, 

Total, - 



65 

168 

170 

129 

69 

53 

22 

15 

3 

694 



Abstract Account showing the Estimated Value of the Productive Labour 
of the Prisoners, and the Number Employed during the year ended 31st 
December, 1870. 



How Employed. 


Jaily Amrage 
dumber Em- 
ployed for 


Sstinmtod Value 
of Work por- 




303 days. 






PRISON WORKS. 






£ S. 


d. 


Tailors, - 


12 




454 10 


0 


Shoemakers, - 


8 




303 0 




Smiths and Nailers, - 


2 




90 18 


0 


Do. beginners, 


1 




30 6 


0 


Carpenters, - 


2 




75 15 




• Do. beginners, 


2 




45 9 




Painters, - 


4 




151 10 




Masons, - 


2 




90 18 




Repairing Beds, Socks, «Sbc., - 


5 




75 15 




Tinsmiths and Coopers, 

Labourers in Prison Garden and on 


2 




60 12 
712 1 




Prison Works generally, - 


47 






Washing in Laundry, 


10 




303 0 




Bakers, - 


5 








Cooks, - 


5 




75 15 




Fatigue work, Cleaning, Messing, &c., 


24 




363 12 




Boatmen, - 


6 








Oakum Picking (on wet days), 


2 




7 1 l 




Do. (Invalids), - 


16 


155 


20 4 




ROYAL ENGINEER WORKS. 








Labourers, - 


16 


16 


242 8 


0 


WAR DEPARTMENT (HAULBOWLINE). 

Labourers, - 


10 


227 5 


0 


10 






ADMIRALTY WORKS (HAULBOW- 








line). 






1,252 8 




Stonecutters, - 


31 






Do. beginners, 


32 




64 li S 




Carpenters and Sawyers, 


8 




323 4 




Do. beginners, 


10 




227 5 




Smiths and Nailers, - 

Do. beginners, 


7 




282 16 


0 


4 




90 18 


0 


Shoemakers, - 


■4 




151 10 




Labourers, Quarryinen, &c., 


369 


4G5 


7,453 16 


0 










Total, - 




646 







Total. 



£ 



d. 



3,178 19 6 
242 8 0 

227 5 0 



10,428 5 0 



14,076 17 6 



Daily average number employed, - - - - 646 

,, „ not employed (in cells and hospital), - 29 

Total daily average, ... 675 
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MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. Spikj 

Island 

Spike Island Convict Prison, Prison. 

25tli January, 1871. 

Gentlemen, — I beg leave to submit my report on the sanitary- state ‘S^rrafe*- 
of tbe prison for the year 1870. Subjoined is a statement giving a 
general view of the numbers treated in hospital during the year : — 

Number of sick remaining in hospital on the 1st of January, 1870, 
from the preceding year, - - * - - -14 

Number admitted since, to the 3 1st December, 1870, inclusive, - 318 



Total under treatment during the year, 

Of these there were discharged, cured, 

Died, - - - • " 

Remaining in hospital on the 1st January, 1871, 

Total, 



■ 332 

■ 313 

- 2 
• 17 



The following table specifies the diseases with which the patients 



Mild fever, - 
Epilepsy, _ - 
Hemiplegia — paralysis, 

Epistaxis— bleeding from the nose, 

Tonsilitis— sore throat, _ - 
Haemoptysis — blood spitting, 

Bronchitis, - 
Phthisis, - - 

Pneumonia, 

Pleuritis, - 

Asthma, - - ~ * 

Disease of the heart, functional and 
organic, - 
Disease of the liver, 

Jaundice, - 
Anasarca, - 
Constipation, 

Diarrhoea, - 
Vermes — Worms, - 
Lumbago, - 
Otalgia — Earache, - 
Weakminded, 

The annexed table slws tbe ages, dates of . of 

to Spike Island Prison, of admission to hospital and of death, and the 



Wounds and contusions, 


- 


- 56 


Fractures, - 


- 


- 7 


Scalds and burns, - 


- 


- I 


Sprains, - - 


- 


- 5 


Abscesses, - 


- 


- 13 


Ulcers, 


- 


- 17 


Boils, 


- 


- 4 


Paronychia, 


- 


- 5 


Synovitis, . - 


- 


- 1 


Disease of joints, 


- 


. 2 


Tumours, - 


- 


- 3 


Ophthalmia, 


- 


- 7 


Pemphigus, - 


- 


1 


Stricture of urethra. 




1 


Hemorrhoids— piles. 




- I 


Diseases of the skin, 




- 4 


Scrofula, _ - 




- 6 


Rheumatism, 




- 9 


Observation, 




- 8 


Debility, 




- 35 


Total, - . 


- 


- 332 



Nurabor 
on tho • 
Begistor. 


Initials 

of 

Name. 


■Age. 


Dato 

of 

Conviction. 


Dato of 
Committal 
to 

Spike Island. 


Date of 
Admission, to 
Hospital. 


Date 

of 

Death. 


Cause of Death. 


12,774 


M. T. 


25 


1866. 

12 th Jan. 


1866. 

9 th June. 


1869. 
20th Dec. 


1870. 

8 th Feb. 


Ascites, the result of 
j liver disease. 


12,917 


T. H. 


25 


1866. 
3rd July. 


1867. 

23rd April. 


1870. 

19 th Eeb. 


1870. 

11th July. 


j Valvular disease of 
the heart. 



received from Mountjoy Prison daring the 



year, 



Total, 
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Removed to other prisons or discharged during - tlie year, - 159 

Died during the year, ------ 2 

Total, - - 161 

Daily average number of prisoners in custody during the year, 675-033 
Number of applicants for treatment as externs during the year, 19,069 
Number that actually had treatment or attention to their 

case, -------- 17,600 

Daily average of sick treated or attended to as externs, ■ - 50 

,, ,, ,, for the year 1869, - 40 

,, ,, ,, in hospital, - - 15-046 

,, ,, ,, for the year 1869, - 12-726 

Number of prisoners treated in the separate cells, - - 160 



I am happy to be able to inform you that the sanitary state of the 
prison has been satisfactory ; and that during the year no outbreak of 
contagious or epidemic disease has taken place. 

It appeal's from the hospital returns that injuries of various kinds con- 
stituted more than a fifth of all the admissions. 

The greater proportion of the diseases that prevailed were of the or- 
dinary character, viz. : mild febrile and bronchitic affections, requiring 
a short residence in hospital for their cure. 

As stated in many of my previous reports, the number of admissions 
must not be taken to represent so many different persons received into 
hospital, as the same individual has been admitted more than once 
during the year for the same or a different affection. I may illustrate 
this on the. present occasion by a reference to the “ Diseases of the Heart, 
Functional and Organic.” Tinder that head there are recorded twenty- 
four cases, whereas only nine persons were affected ; of these but four 
suffered from organic disease of the heart ; the remaining five being the 
subjects of functional disorder. The same observations apply to the 
cases under the head of “Debility,” and referable too, in many instances, 
to the same cause as that stated in the report of last year. 

Two deaths took place during 1870, being under one-third per cent, of 
the prison population, which is of a mixed character, in partly able- 
bodied and partly invalid. 

Twenty-three prisoners were received here during the year from 
Moimtjoy Prison, on medical grounds. Of these 5 were aged invalids, 
3 epileptics, 1 partially paralyzed, 2 suffered from heart disease, and the 
remainder were eccentrics, or men in delicate health, of one form or 
another. The epileptics and eccentrics were, without an exception, placed 
at open air labour of some kind ; and the invalids were, kept under 
observation, and drafted to the works on their complete restoration to 
health. 

The subordinate officers generally have been healthy. There were 59 
admissions to hospital, but of these 12 were treated a second time, and 1 
was in hospital on three occasions ; in no instance was there serious 
disease. 

In conclusion, I may state that the Resident Apothecary performed 
his duties with his usual zeal and assiduity. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. W. Kelly, Medical Superintendent. 
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PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Spike Island Government Prison, 

J anuary 2 3rd, 1871. 

Gentlemen, — I liave the honour to present my report for the year 
ending 30tli December, 1870. 

Within the year Divine service was performed fifty-six times, Holy 
Communion administered on four occasions, prisoners catechized forty-six 
times, hospitals visited seventy-four times, and cells forty-eight times. 

_ I have nothing to complain of, the prisoner’s' conduct, with one excep- 
tion, throughout the year being most satisfactory, especially when 
engaged in religious duties, and their health excellent. In fact every- 
thing has been carried out so systematically that I have little room for- 
enlarging in an annual report. 

I have, in conclusion, to thank the Governor, <fcc., and subordinate 
officers for their uniform attention, and wish to make everything as 
agreeable to me as possible in the performance of my duties, and have 
the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your very obedient servant, 

Joseph G. Bouchiek. 

The Directors of Government Piisons, 

Castle, Dublin. 



Spike 

Island 

Prison. 

Protestant 
Chaplain's 
Report . 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Romm 

Catholic 

Spike Island, 1st January, 1871. Chaplain's 
Report. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to present you with my report for 
the year ending 31st December, 1870. 

In looking over the business of the year I find that I have nothing 
very particular to add to the remarks made in my former reports, as my 
duties are unchanged, and my relations with the several departments of 
the prison continue unaltered. 

The attention of the Roman Catholic prisoners to their religious 
duties during the year was in general satisfactory. However, this was 
only general, and not universal, for there have been some, as usual, who 
could not be prevailed upon to make the necessary preparations for the 
reception of the holy sacraments even at the periods of the year when 
the laws of the Roman Catholic Church make it obligatory on all Roman 
Catholics to do so. However, I thank God the number of such was 
small compared to the general body of the Roman Catholic prisoners. 

Even these attended at the public Divine services, and manifested such 
a reverence for l’eligion as to inspire a hope that by the grace of God 
they will be brought to a better sense and more pious practice. Of the 
great bulk of the Roman Catholic prisoners I can speak with the fullest 
satisfaction. They have received the Sacraments of Penance and the 
Blessed Eucharist at least once or twice during the year. Many have 
done so weekly or monthly, with every appearance of sincerity and 

I also feel enabled to state that the prison conduct of the great body of 
the Roman Catholic prisoners was likewise satisfactory ; and I am of 
opinion if the lunatic and imbecile convicts who are confined here were 
removed to a lunatic asylum the conduct of the remainder of the 
prisoners would he as satisfactory as could be well expected from men of 
their class. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Spike 

Island 

Pbison. 

Roman 

Catholic 

Chaplain's 

Report. 



Assistant 

Roman 

Catholic 

Chaplain's 

Report. 



26 Seventeenth Annual Report of the Dfo'ectot'e 

Tlie conversion of the wards of the B and D prisons, which I had 
been so long soliciting, and which was effected during the last year, is a 
vast improvement, as it removes the facility, if not the possibility, of 
abuses, which could scarcely be prevented in associated wards. 

In conclusion I beg leave to bear my humble testimony to the excel- 
lent manner the prison discipline was carried out during the year by 
the Inspector and Governor, efficiently aided by the whole prison staff. 
None but those who daily witness then incessant labours, and the 
dangers they are continually exposed to, can understand and appreciate 
their services. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your very obedient servant, 

T. E. Lyons, 

Homan Catholic Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



ASSISTANT ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Spike Island, 10th January, 1871. 

Gentlemen, — I beg to forward to you my Sixth Annual Report, 
which is for the year ending 31st December, 1870. The religious and 
moral condition of the prisoners continues to improve through the 
influence of the instructions, lectures, and other spiritual exercises which 
are regularly performed for them in the chapel. The new cellular 
arrangement, to which I alluded in my report of last year, is a great 
help to this end, as the opportunity for idle talk after lock-up being now 
cut off they have more time for reflection, and thus religious impressions 
have a better chance of remaining on the mind, and bringing them to 
a better state for receiving with profit the sacraments of the Church. 

As to the apparent effects of the discipline, which is the next, point 
that it is my duty to report on, I consider that for the great majority of 
the prisoners it is calculated to keep good order and make them indus- 
trious at their work, but for the class that I call weak minded it has 
often the opposite effect. There are many of this class so constantly in 
punishment that the enforcing of the prison rules in their regard has 
anything but a beneficial effect. Again, this class of persons sometimes 
commit acts of violence, instances of which we had lately here, and 
their being mixed up with the more orderly men on the public works 
sets a bad example, and often brings well conducted men into trouble. 
Erom my observations I would suggest a better classification on the 
public works, and that weak minded prisoners be kept in a body by 
themselves, at suitable work, and under the most experienced officers of 
the staff. This would, in my opinion, promote harmony amongst the 
well-disposed prisoners, and lead to very beneficial results. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

vc- ........... John A. Babry, 

Assistant Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

To the Directors of Government Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. SpIKE 

Spike Island, 25th January, 1871. Prison. 

187<r TL ™ EN ’~ r beS W 40 pi ' esmt t0 y0U “y re P° rt f “- tie year Pr^f- 

The year has been uneventful, so far as the Presbyterian prisoners are W*’* 
concerned, at least in their intereourae with me All L ale R‘P°r‘- 

smoothly, and they form a very attentive “ 

The week-day lecture and the Divine service have been regularly 
conducted, and I have good reason to hope that the instmctio/rivel 
has m many instances been profitably listened to ^ 

I have visited those who, durmg the year, were sick in hospital or 
confined in cells for prison offences. ^ 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your very obedient servant, 

W. J. Kertland, ll.d., 

Presbyterian Chaplain. 

To the Directors of Irish Convict Prisons 
Dublin Castle. 



HEAD SCHOOLMASTER’S REPORT. Head 

Spite Island Convict Prison, master's 
January, 1871. Report. 

Gentlemen,— In compliance with your directions 1 have the honour 
to submit my report for 1870. 

At the close of the past year the number on the school roll was 192 
of whom 16 were in the first or lowest class, 76 in the second, and 100 
in the third or highest, all of whom were writing on paper. As usual 
such prisoners as are able to read and write sufficiently well for all 
practical pur-poses with people in their station of life are exempt from 
school attendance, and according as the other prisoners respectively 
attain the necessary qualification they are promoted to the exempt 
class. r 

The desire to become exempted from school, alluded to in a former 
report, is still very general, and incidently acts as a great stimulus to 
exertion, but to this there being some exceptions— few indeed, relatively 
—that many of the prisoners in the exempt class have upon their own 
applications been permitted to again attend school, subject to the 
expressed condition that this privilege extends only so long as the 
vacancies continue, that in case of over-crowding it must he immediately 
withdrawn, each school-room being capable of accommodating about 
fifty with ease. 

Attaining the exempt class being a mere work of time, prisoners 
longest here, as a rule, supply the largest per-centage ; and hence in the 
D prison, in which are located the prisoners longest here, those attend- 
ing school there, not in the exempt class, are only 23, while the same 
class amounts to 55 in the school of the lower range of the B prison, 
where the newly received prisoners, or those shortest here, are located, 
showing a tendency to overcrowd in this particular school ; this has 
resulted, in part, by the recent change in the disciplinary arrangements, 
which renders it necessary that one school now instead of two schools 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




28 



Seventeenth Annual Report of the Directors 



Spike 

Island 

Prison. 

Head. 

School- 

master's 

Report. 



as hitherto, should absorb all the newly received prisoners. The addi- 
tional ward now fitting up in this division of the prison, when fully 
occupied, must to some extent enhance this tendency. 

The prisoners in general, I am happy to report, conduct themselves in 
a very becoming manner at school, evincing a desire to learn, co-operat- 
ing with the schoolmaster, diligently applying themselves to then- 
lessons, and patiently and perseveringly endeavouring to overcome the 
difficulties before them. Their progress — at least that of about one-lialf 
of those who attend school — has, of course, been somewhat retarded by 
the interruption to the schools in the B and D prisons caused by the 
recent alterations, now almost completed. The progress of the other prison- 
ers — those who attend school in the A prison, where no interruption 
occurred — is very satisfactory. 

Library books continue to be issued as usual on Saturdays to the 
prisoners capable of reading them. An addition of eighty volumes 
has been made to the library, which, supplemented by such of the 
excellent school-books in store as partake of the character of a library- 
hook, is found quite adequate to the requirements. 

The regulation restricting the secular books, in a prisoner’s cell, to 
five at a time, including one library book, or one of the substitutes for 
a library book, has been strictly enforced in all cases but one, where the 
director was pleased to order otherwise, and has been found to work 
well. These books are changed for others when really needful, not to 
humour the mere caprice of a prisoner the moment the whim seizes him, 
but when it appears that he has made a good use of the book, he desires 
to get changed for another, as shown by his answers to questions of 
examination on the subject ; or when there is reason to suppose, from a 
previous knowledge of the prisoner’s mental capacity, that the book he 
wishes to change — originally his own selection — is one that probably he 
could not have used with any profit to himself, from its being unsuit- 
able to him. 

In conclusion I feel bound in justice to my colleague Mr. Byan to 
testify that he continues to discharge his difficult duties, as hitherto, 
with his usual zeal and efficiency. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant. 

Edward M‘Gauran, Head Schoolmaster. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons in Ireland, 

&c., ifcc. 
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MOUNTJOY FEMALE CONVICT PRISON. 



MOUNTJOT 

Female 

Convict 

Prison. 



Directors 

Deport. 

The conduct of the prisoners during the past year has improved. 

Some few have continued to destroy clothing and other prison 
property. Until prisoners find that continued wilful destruction 
of prison property will entail upon them a further lengthened 
imprisonment, it is not probable that a stop can be entirely put 
to such misconduct. r 

The health of the prisoners has been good. 

The lamented death of the Rev. Thomas Murray, Assistant 
Roman Catholic Chaplain, caused a vacancy in that office, to 
which the Rev. George Buckeridge was appointed. 

The conduct of the subordinate officers has been generally satis- 
factory. J 

The hospital matron and three matrons resigned during the 
year. Two were discharged, being unable, from ill-health, to per- 
form their duties. ’ 1 

The change of dietary, alluded to in last year’s report, has 
proved, after additional experience, to be satisfactory. 

The difficulty of obtaining remunerative employment for the 
female convicts still continues. The large proportion are em- 
ployed in sewing, partly for clothing for use in the Convicts’ 

Prisons, and partly on work sent in by contractors to be made-up 
in the prison. . A large quantity of clothing for the male convicts, 
hitherto made in the Male Prison, has been this year made up in 
the Female Prison. It is probable that shortly all the tailoring 
work, both for officers’ uniforms, and convict clothing, can be 
made up in the Female Prison. Shoemaking has also been tried, 
but not with similar satisfactory results. If, upon further trial, a 
great improvement does not take place, shoemaking must be dis- 
continued in this prison. 

The laundry work has been extended by the washing now' done 
in the prison for the Royal Irish Constabulary, and by washing 
for the officers of the prison at a moderate fixed rate. 

The arrangements as to the classification of prisoners proceeding 
to the Refuges, remain unchanged. Some modification of them 
may, perhaps, be necessary hereafter. 

No change in the school arrangement has taken place during 
the year. 

The earth-closct system has been introduced into this prison 
with satisfactory results. 

No change, calling for remark, has taken place in the build- 
ings, &c. 

The usual details and returns are attached to the Reports of 
the Superintendent, Medical Officer, and the Head School- 
mistress. 



Patrick Joseph Murray, \ m , 

J. Barlow, jirtiectois. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 

Moimtjoy Female Prison, 

1st March, 1871. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit my annual report on this 
prison for the year ending 31st December, 1870. 

The conduct of the discipline officers has been generally satisfactory. 
Some changes have taken place in the staff. The Hospital Matron 
resigned, on having got a better appointment; three others resigned, 
and two were discharged from bad health. 

A marked improvement has taken place in the conduct of the pri- 
soners. They are orderly and generally industrious, and more anxious 
to observe the rule laid down for their guidance. There are a few violent, 
who will always give trouble, and who are at all times the greatest cause 
of anxiety to those placed over them — who, without any apparent cause, 
break out into fits of passion, destroy everything in their cells, and even 
attempt to injure themselves while in tins state of mind. They are per- 
fectly unamenable to prison discipline, and cannot be allowed to mix 
with their fellow-prisoners. 

The change in the dietary has, I think, been most beneficial to the 
health of the prisoners. 

The employment has been more varied than formerly. The washing 
for the Constabulary Depot at the Park, and for the prison officers, is of 
great advantage to the prisoners, as it will help to fit them for domestic 
service. Rope-making, at which they made a fair progress, had to be 
discontinued, as there was no sale for the article when finished. The 
prisoners unable to sew break bones into manure for the farm at Lusk ; 
in wet or cold weather they pick fibre and junk. Large quantities of 
tailoring for male convicts, heretofore done at the male prison, has been 
turned out in a very creditable manner here. Shoemaking, at which, 
on the average, twenty-five prisoners have been kept employed, has not 
got on so well. There is a very great disinclination on the part of the 
women to learn to make the leather shoe, as they cannot see what 
advantage it will be to them on them discharge from prison ; and there 
is another difficulty in the want of time to make them proficient. A 
prisoner under five years’ sentence, must spend one year, with the most 
exemplary conduct, in the lock-up class. She then has but one year 
before she reaches the A class, when she becomes eligible for the Refuge 
class, where she must spend at least ten months, and cannot be em- 
ployed at shoemaking while there. What she has learned for the short 
time she has been engaged at the occupation in the prison almost goes 
for nothing. They have made very fair progress at canvas and frieze 
slippers, and closing leather uppers. 

The prisoners continue to receive, with very great advantage, religious 
instructions from the lady visitors and the Sisters of Mercy. 

The school is exceedingly well attended to, and I cannot speak too 
highly of the teaching staff. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

Delia J. Lidwill, Superintendent. 

I certify that, to the best of my belief, the rules laid down have been 
complied with, except in such cases as have been distinctly reported, or 
brought under the notice of a Director. 

Delia J. Lidwill, Superintendent. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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Return of the Number of Convicts received and disposed of 
during the year 1-870. 



In custody, 1st January, 1870, 






Convicts. 
- 352 


Children. 

3 


Received during the year, 


- 


- 


- 74 


3 


Born in the prison. 


- 


- 




3 


Total, 


- 


- 


- 426 


9 



Discharged, sentence completed, - - - 19 

Discharged on completion of a period of imprisonment 
equal to the portion of her sentence that remained 
unexpired when her licence was granted, - - 1 

Discharged on licence, - - - - 22 

Transferred to Refuges, viz.: — Protestant, 5 ; Roman 
Catholic, 37, - - - - - 42 

Transferred to lunatic asylum, - - - 3 

Died, -----.-6 
To nurse, - - - - - 



1 

1 



Total disposed of, 




Remaining in custody, 31st December, 1870, - 33 3 7 
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Female 
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dent's 
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A.GES OF PRISONERS NOW IN CUSTODY. 

1 5- years and under 20 years, - 8 



20 




25 „ 


- 43 


25 




30 „ 


- 76 


30 


,, 


35 „ 


- 73 


35 


,, 


40 „ 


- 50 


40 




45 „ 


- 28 


45 years and upwards, 


- 55 




Total, 


- 


- 333 



Age of youngest prisoner on conviction, 
16 years and. 9 months. 

Age of oldest prisoner on conviction, 62 
years. 



NUMBER OF PRISONERS NOW IN CUSTODY 
WHO WERE CONVICTED IN THE FOL- 



LOWING YEARS. 

In the year, 1851, - 

„ 1853, - 

„ 1856, - 

„ 1857, - 

,, 1861, - 

„ 1862, - 

„ 1863, - 

„ 1864, - 

„ 1865, - 

„ 1866, - 

„ 1867, - 

,, 1868, - 

„ 1869, - 

„ 1870, - 



1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

13 

29 

46 

52 

69 

50 

59 



Total, ■ * ■ 333 



Sentences of Prisoners now in Custody. 



Transportation— Life, 
Penal Servitude — Life, 

„ 15 years, 

„ 14 „ 

m 10 »» 



4 Penal Servitude — 7 years, - 

2 5 „ 

1 >, 3 „ 

3 

23 Total, 



200 
9 SI 

1 



- 333 



Administering poison with intent to 
murder, " - - - 

Arson, - - 

Assault and robbery. 

Burglary, 

Burglary and felony, 

Burglary and robbery, 

Cattle stealing, . - 

Child desertion, 

Child stealing, 

Coining, - 

Felony, - - 

Felony, and previous conviction, - 

Feloniously stealing money, 

Having coining tools iu possession, 
Highway robbery, - 
Housebreakiug and robbery, 
Larceny, - ■ * . 

Larceny after previous conviction, • 



Crimes of Prisoners now in Custody. 



Larceny after previous conviction 
for felony, - 

Larceny from person, 

Larceny and subsequent felony, - 
Malicious assault, - 
Manslaughter, - 

Murder, - 
Receiving stolen goods. 

Receiving stolen goods and former 
conviction, - 

Robbery, - 
Stealing, - 

Stealing from the person, - 
Subsequent felony, - 
Uttering base coin, - - 

Writing threatening letters, 
Wounding with intent to murder, - 

Total, « 
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Estimated Yaiaje of I’kisoneks’ Labour for the year ended 31st December, 
1870. 



How employed. 



Estimated 
Value of the 
W*rk per- 
formed. 



Sewing and knitting prison material’s, 

Sewing for customers, 52,136 shirts, &c., made, 

,, Mountjoy Male Prison,* . - 
Slioemaking, - - -•> * - •’ 

Ropemaking, - - 

Washing prison bedding, clothing, &c.,.- 

„ for Mountjoy Male Prison, - r ^ - 

„ for Lusk Prison, •- ' - 

„ for Government Prisons’*Om.CQ, - •* 

„ for prison officers, - „ - “ * 

„ for ltoyal Irish Constabulary Dep6t, - 

Cooking, nursing, cleaning * prison, . picking fibred] 
monitresses in school, stone breaking, bone break- 
ing, for 304 working days, at 8d. per day, - 



Total, 




Daily average number of prisoners.in custody during the year, 
Per-centage on prison population working, 

,, in punishment, 

,, sick or infirm, 



340-000 

91-129 

2-059 

6-182 



Delia J. Lidwill, Superintendent. 



MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Female Prison, 
January, 1870. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to transmit my report on the sanitary 
state of this prison for the year 1870, which, considering the antece- 
dents of the inmates of a convict prison, and their usual state of health 
on reception, I regard on the whole as satisfactory. 

Six deaths are recorded, and three removals, to the Central Lunatic 
Asylum for criminals ; and when it is considered that this is the only 
prison for female convicts in Ireland, and that there exists no other to 
which they could he removed when mentally affected, or physically 
incurable, I submit that the result is satisfactory, and contrasts favour- 
ably with former years. 

I can now state with confidence that the altered dietary scale, which 
has been in operation since October, 18G9, has given the utmost satis- 
faction, and appears to have favourably affected the general health of the 
inmates ; rendered them more contented, less irritable, and abated mal- 
ingering ; besides, it affords a modified variety in the dietary of the 
prisoners, lias very much diminished the outlay necessarily incurred for 
extra diet under the former system, and caused no increase in the 
dietary expenses of the prison ; also the formation of the “ open class ” 
for invalids, which, after much consideration, I recommended, and you 
promptly approved, is working, I. am happy to say, most advantageously 
for the health of this class of convicts ; and I submit that the diminished 
number sent to the Lunatic Asylum this year can be attributed to the 
existence of this class. It consists of the confirmed invalids and weak- 
minded prisoners unfit for strict cellular discipline. It was the only 
substitute I could recommend for an invalid prison j its numbers have 
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not unduly increased, and it does not appear to have excited any desire Mountjot 
in tlie able-bodied prisoners for admission to the class with the object of convict 
evading the usual discipline of the prison. Prison. 

The deaths, as will appeal* from table (No. 2), occurred from diseases ~ — 

generally deemed incurable — consumption, debility, chronic bronchitis, officer's 
and dropsy, and were not attributable to any defect in the sanitary con- Report. 
dition of the prison. 

Two prisoners sent to the lunatic asylum ‘were imbecile on reception ; 
the third had been twice before an inmate- of the asylum. 

The health of the matrons has been generally satisfactory ; nineteen 
were treated in hospital ; no death occurred, but two were discontinued 
in the service on account of delicate health. 

It affords me much pleasure to acknowledge the kind and continued 
co-operation of the Superintendent, particularly , in carrying out the modi- 
fication of the dietary, and the,, experiment in the formation of the “ open 
class! From all the staff I have received efficient assistance. The re- 
cently appointed hospital matron, Miss McCarthy, is giving satisfaction, 
the late hospital matron, Mrs. Byrne, who very efficiently discharged 
her duties, having, I am happy to say, obtained a much better position 
in another institution. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

James William Young, m.d., Medical Officer. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons. 



Table No. 1. 



Hospital Return for the year 1870. 



Number of prisoners hi custody, 1st January, 1870, - 352 f 

,, received during the year, - 74) 

„ patients in hospital, 1st January, 1870, - 18) 

„ admitted during the year, - * -213) 

„ discharged from hospital, - - 203 1 

,, »» died, - - - - 6f 

sj }} remaining in hospital, 1st January, 



426 

231 

231 



Daily average number of sick in hospital during the year, 
Number of times prisoners were prescribed for in the prison, 



12*24 

2,835 



Table No. 2. 
Deaths during the year. 



.2 6 
IT 


Initials. 


Received in Prison, j 


Admitted to 
Hospital. 


Rato of Death. 


Disease. 


1789 

1409 

1657 

1709 

1624 

1828 


J. H. 
E.M‘C. 
M. Gr. 
M. T. 
B.M‘K. 
M. E. 


12 July, 1869, | 

17 March, 1865, 

4 Oct., 1867, 

13 June, 1868, 

17 April, 1867, 

24 Jan., 1870, 


19 Nov., 1669, 
24 Dec., 1869, 
4 Oct., 1867, 
16 Feb., 1870, 
18 April, 1870, 
8 Sept., 1870, 


8 Jan., 1870, 

1 Feb., 1870, 

26 March, 1870, 
14 June, 1870, ■ 
20 June, 1870, 

24 Nov., 1870, 


Phthisis. 

Debility. 

Chronic bronchitis. 
Phthisis. 

Senile phthisis. „ 

Dropsy. 

O 
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Mountjoy Table No. 3. 

Female Convicts transferred to D undrum Lunatic Asylum during the year. 

Convict : 


Prison. h 

; -S . 

Medical 
Officer's P5 


Initials. 


Date of conviotion. j 


Where 

convicted. 


Received in 
Prison. 


Date sent 
to Asylum. 


Report. 

1686 

1520 

1823 


C. M. 
M. F. 
M. D. 


18 Feb., 1868, 
2 Mar., 1866, 
8 Aug., 1868, 


Dundalk, 
Omagh, 
Dublin City, 


27 Feb., 1868 , 
20 Mar., 1866, 
14 Jan., 1870,* 


11 May, 1870. 
18 May, 1870. 
14 July, 1870. 



I 



* This prisoner (1823) was received back from the Lunatic Asylum. 



Table No. 4. 

Diseases of those admitted to Hospital during the year. 



Bilious attacks, 

Bronchitis, - 
Catarrh, - 
Fistula, - 

Jaundice, - 

Disease of heart and palpitation, 

Cutaneous, - 

Febrile, - 

Paralysis, - 

Rheumatism, 

Asthma, - 
Pleuritis, - 
Debility, - 
Hepatic, - 
Earache, - 
Scrofula, - 
Ophthalmia, 

Influenza, - 
Gonorrhoea, 

Parulis, - 
Gastrodynia, 



_ 


17 


Observation, for, 


- 


- 


_ 


17 


Phthisis, 


- 


- 


- 


23 


Erysipelas, - 


- 


- 


- 


2 


Neuralgia, - 


- 


- 


- 


1 


Obstipation, 


- 


- 


_ 


7 


Whitlow, - 


- 


- 


_ 


2 


Boils, 


- 


- 


_ 


5 


Ulcer, 


- 


- 


_ 


2 


Dementia, - 


- 


- 


_ 


7 


Diarrhoea, - 


- 


- 


_ 


15 


Uterine, 




- 


_ 


3 


Fracture, - 


- 


- 


_ 


7 


Cynanche, - 


- 


- 


- 


2 


Sprain, 


- 


- 


_ 


1 


Vulnus, 


- 


- 


_ 


3 


Pneumonia, 


- 


- 


_ 


2 


Anasarca, - 


- 


- 


_ 


12 


Abscess, 


- 


- 


. 


1 


Parturition, 


- 


- 


- 


3 


Syphilis, 


“ 


- 



7 



12 



2 

1 

2 

3 

4 
1 

20 

7 

] 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 
4 



Protestant 

Chaplain's 

Report. 



PBOTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S BEPOKT. 

Mountjoy Female Prison, 
January 18th, 1870. 

Gentlemen. — I have again the pleasure of reporting the satisfaction 
which I feel in discharging my duties at the prison. 

The Superintendent and her officers, with their accustomed courtesy, 
render me every facility. 

The demeanour of the prisoners is much improved • as also their con- 
duct. 

Among other inducements to their conforming to the discipline of the 
prison is, the value which they attach to the reception of their children 
into the industrial School — the establishment of which I mentioned in 
my last report. 

The business of the schools and hospital, so far as I have seen, is 
conducted with order and regularity ; and when I have called in some- 
times at the laundry to inquire about the women, which the officers in 
charge t hink s to be of use, I have been struck with the cheerfulness with 
which the work is done. 

Allow me to acknowledge the kind attention which I always receive 
from yon when I have occasion to apply to you in any matter. 

I remain your obedient servant, 

David Stuart, Protestant Chaplain. 
To the Directors of Government Prisons. 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAINS’ REPORT. Mooktjot 

Fesiale 

Mountjoy Female Prison, Convict 

1st March, 1871. Pe1s0!i - 

Gentlemen, — We have the honour to lay before you our annual 

report respecting this prison for the year 1870. _ cLphin’e 

During the entire year the duties of our chaplaincy were unin- Report. 
terruptedly discharged, with, we are happy to say, the most satisfactory 

results. .... . 

The religious Sisters of Mercy, with instructions in the prison and 
constant training in their Refuge at Golden Bridge, have continued to 
give us the most efficacious assistance. 

“ With pleasure and gratitude we acknowledge the ever willing and 
earnest co-operation in our endeavours for the welfare of the convicts, of 
the Directors, of the Superintendent, of the Matrons, and other officers 
of the prison. 

We have the honour to remain, gentlemen, 

Your obedient servants, 

Geoeoe Conboy, 1 0fttho]ic chaplains. 

Geo. Btjckebidge, j 

The Directors of Convict Prisons. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHARLAIN’S REPORT. 

37, Mountpelier-hill, Dublin, 
January, 1871. 

Gentlemen,— During the past year nothing has occurred in my 
department of duty that requires particular notice. 

On every Sabbath the regular services have been observed, and on 
every Tuesday, in addition to devotional exercises and religious , mstruc- 
Znjl have read selections from such books as have a tender.^ to 
inspire hone that efforts to triumph over evil habits are ever, by the 
blessing of God, successful. I attach great importance to this-the 
narratives impress the mind and at the same time amuse. The grati- 
tude ae1o“ P convicts evince is very gratifying, end I am sanguine that 
the method I pursue will produce very desirable results 

I have not had a single occasion of complaint against any member of 
my cts dmLg the yefr. Nothing can exceed the 

given to occasional instruction and counsel, as well as to stated e 
I have never had a more satisfactory state of things to report than at the 

Pr ?have at present but seven prisoners under “jf £ec™es 

them I have no doubt that them teach re » fixed to : h™ . ^“are 

criminals contrite for then crimes. As 1 a the ’church I repre- 
that, owing to the nature of ministerial labours in the chuxcni rep 

sent, the same amount of work is demanded or e\ ‘ ^ j 

Erom the officers of the prison 
reauire I am ever earnestly seconded m all my efforts 
and painstaking Superintendent and all under her supervision. 

I am, gentlemen, yours faithfully, . 

S. G. Mobeison, Presbyterian Chaplain. 

The Directors of Government Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. ^ ^ 



Presby- 

terian 

Chaplain's 

Report. 
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SCHOOLMISTRESS’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Female Prison, 

9tli February 1871. 

Gentlemen, — -Agreeably to your instructions I have the honour to 
submit my report on the educational department of this prison for the 
year ended 31st December, 1870. The highest number on the roll 
during the year was 309; the daily average attendance, 182; and the 
number newly admitted, 68. Of those admitted 3G were wholly illiterate, 
not knowing a letter, 19 could read a little, but could not write, while 
the majority of the remaining 19, though able to read, and write, were 
not at all proficient in these subjects. 

The present school arrangements have worked so satisfactorily during 
the past year that I deem it necessary to explain them somewhat in 
detail, and to offer a few remarks on the advantages which, it appears 
to me, the present organization possesses over the monitorial system 
which had been in operation for several years previous to the introduc- 
tion of the present system some three years since. 

The prisoners attending school are divided into four sections according 
to their proficiency and the subjects to be taught. Each of these sections 
has its own specific duties assigned to it. The first consists of the pri- 
soners learning the First Book of Lessons, and is in charge of Mrs. 
Bright, who is responsible for their improvement ; the second includes 
the prisoners learning the Second Book, and is assigned to Miss Crosbie, 
who is accountable for their progress ; the third contains the prisoners 
reading the Third Book, and is under the care of Mrs. Fitzpatrick, with 
a similar responsibility as to their improvement ; while the fourth or 
highest, embracing all reading the Fourth Book, together with the 
general supervision and responsibility of the whole, is under my own 
charge. This, which is called the “ simultaneous” system of instruction, 
differs from the monitorial, which, it has superseded, principally in this, 
that in the former the prisoners are taught directly by the teachers 
themselveu 'without the intervention of monitresses. It will be at once 
seen that by this system the prisoners gain considerably, for no matter 
how zealous a monitress may be, she cannot be expected to exercise 
much influence over the minds of her pupils, who are her fellow- 
prisoners, and she is certainly of little use compared with the well- 
informed teacher in exercising the faculties of the prisoners under her 
instruction. This arrangement also contributes very much to the main- 
tenance of order and regularity, as the teachers are careful never to pitch 
their voices beyond their respective classes, and thus all unnecessary 
noise is avoided and the business effectively carried out without irre- 
gularity or disorder. The knowledge which each teacher acquires of the 
temperaments of the prisoners by having them constantly under her 
charge until they are removed to a higher division I find to be of great 
advantage. It enables the teacher to render her instruction more useful 
than if her time were occupied in going from class to class, and remain- 
ing only a short time in each, as was the practice Avhen monitresses were 
employed. 

The school is open for the instruction of prisoners five and a half 
hours each day, viz., three hours in the forenoon and two and a half 
hours in the afternoon, except on Saturdays, when there is no afternoon 
school All the prisoners in the lock-up classes, that is, those in the 
probation, second, and third classes, receive two and a half hours instruc- 
tion every day while in those classes, or during the first year of their 
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imprisonment. The prisoners in the first and advanced classes who are Mouxtjoy 
learning the First and Second Books receive two hours instruction on Female 
alternate days or six hours per week, while the prisoners in these classes 

who are reading the Third and Fourth Books receive one hour’s instruc- 

tion on alternate days or three hours per week. It will thus he seen School- ^ 
that the prisoners who are most ignorant, and therefore most in need of * 
instruction, receive the largest amount of the teachers’ time and atten- 
tion. 

During the year 45 prisoners have been promoted from the First to 
the Second Book, 59 from the Second to the Third, and 41 from the 
Third to the Fourth or highest Book. Of their proficiency in the other 
subjects which engaged their attention during the year I am also enabled 
to report favourably. 

Many prisoners who were entirely ignorant when they first entered 
the prison can now read correctly and even with expression and 
intelligence, understanding thoroughly the subject matter of what they 
read. The above statement is, I respectfully submit, satisfactory, show- 
ing that the prisoners have applied themselves with care and assiduity, 
and that the teachers have not been unsuccessful in tlieir efforts to 
realize the object of your intention in the discharge of their important 
duties. 

The rule which requires that each prisoner should be able to read and 
write before removal to the refuge class, has been acted upon during the 
year, and has been productive of much good in securing the earnest 
co-operation of the prisoners in their own improvement. Those removed 
dining the year were fully up to the standard, except some few, whose 
disqualification was owing to age or infirmity, and not to any neglect or 
inattention on their part. 

The usual half hour on Friday evenings has been devoted to the 
instruction of the prisoners in the “Classification System,” with the 
best results, during the year. In giving instruction on this subject the 
teachers endeavour to encourage habits of industry, forethought, and 
obedience, and the result of such instruction is that the most illiterate 
prisoners understand what they may earn in the several classes, and are 
fully alive to the advantages to be derived from steady and persevering 
industry and strict attention to all the prison rules. . _ „ 

The conduct of the prisoners dufrng school hours has, with a few 
trifling exceptions, been unexceptionable. They have been attentive, 
respectful, mid obedient, and I feel satisfied that the instructions they 
have received have exercised a beneficial influence over then* minds, 
manners, and dispositions. , 

In conclusion, I feel bound to bear testimony to the zeal, energy, and 
fidelity with which the other tewliers have discharged their duties during 
the year. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Mary Dwyer, Head Schoolmistress. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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Directors' 
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Su pun-in ten 

dent's 

Report. 



LUSK INTERMEDIATE PRISON. 



No material change has taken place during the past year in the 
arrangements of this prison. It does not appear that the closing 
oi omithiield Intermediate Prison has been any disadvantage 
whatever to the convicts. 6 

The working of the prison and of the farm attached to the 
prison has been satisfactory, and is creditable to the officers 
generally. 

The conduct of the convicts has been very good. Some few 
were removed for misconduct to Mountjoy ; one was tried for a 
serious assault upon a fellow-prisoner. 

An escape occurred during the year; the prisoner was re- 
anested after a few days. This was the only escape or attempt 
at escape which had taken place for three and a half years. 

The health of the prisoners has been good. 

With the exception of making fences for the necessary division 
ot the farm, the labour of the prisoners has been chiefly directed 
to clearing and subsoiling the land. 

• A large quantity of manure from the earth closets of the male 
and female prison has been used on the farm with satisfactory 
results.* J 

The usual reports and statistics are attached. 

Patrick Joseph Murray, ) , 

J. Barlow, ^Directors. 



SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 



Lusk Convict Prison, 

17th January, 1871. 

Gentlemen,— I beg to submit the following report on the Lusk Inter- 
mediate Convict Prison for the year ended 31st December 1870 The 
prison arrangements of duty, the hours of labour, and the treatment of 
convicts, have been the same as in former years. The warders continue 
to be zealous m the discharge of their duty, and have assisted me in 
getting the farm work done. 

The convicts work willingly under them, and show a desire to please. 
A very good feeling has shown itself among them, with a few exceptions 
A number of habitual criminals ban passed through, who, under former 
sentences, did not qualify by industry and good conduct for Intermediate 
Prison treatment ; they have on this occasion made up the number of 
marks, and have therefore been sent here. They have shown improve- 
ment m conduct and willing industry, and many have left «wni, . all 
who took an interest in their well doing. Some have been removed for 
misconduct to Mountjoy and Spike Island Prisons, and those who were 
allowed to return were much improved by the removal. Only two convicts’ 
licences were revoked during the year. One absconded from his work 



* The utilization of the sewage by the 
Barlow some years back, at Spike Island, 



earth closet system was suggested to Captain 
by Captain Dumareaq, it. is. 
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last March, but was retaken in a few days ; one died suddenly last Lusk 
October ; after the inquest he was taken by his fellow-prisoners to the Ihterme- 
village cliapel for interment. They all seemed to be seriously moved by 
the suddenness of tins prisoner’s death • and the Roman Catholic chap- — ' ’ 

lain made the occasion as impressive as possible. Both the chaplains f e ‘f^ inten ‘ 
have been most regular and attentive to the spiritual wants of the con- Report. 
victs, and they respect them much for such attention. Doctor Quinlan 
and Doctor Mahony attend on the sick, who are very few. The school 
is conducted by Mr. Daly, and the convicts attend after working 
hours each evening. The prison huts have been kept in good repair ; a 
new cattle shed has been erected ; the old thatch has been removed off 
the stable and cow-house, and replaced by tiles — all by convict labour. 

The convicts who have been taught trades have been, as much as pos- 
sible, employed at them, with occasional work on the farm. The making 
and repairing done by them have tended much to lessen the expenses. 

The average yield of the farm has been good ) the extension of some 
acres for gardening purposes has been very successful and paying. The 
farm stock has all done well, and the breeding of young pigs continues 
to be paying. 

His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant was pleased, with the Under 
Secretary, to visit the farm and works ; saw everything in the every-day 
working order, there having been no arrangement made for His Excel- 
lency’s reception at Lusk. 

The daily average number has been 60 "87, and the usual statistics are 
annexed. 

I certify that the rules laid down for the government of the prison 
have been complied with, and every infringement has been brought 
under the notice of the D hector on his weekly visits here. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

R. Gunning, Superintendent. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons. 



Button showing the Number of Convicts in custody during the year ended 
31st December, 1869, and bow they have been disposed of. 

In custody 1st January, 1670, - - - £8 

Received from Spike Island via Mount joy, - - • • 

,, from Mountjoy Male Prison, - * 



Total, - 

Released on licence, - - " . “ 

Discharged on commutation of sentence, - 

Died, """”"11 

Removed to Spike Island via Mountjoy, for misconduct. 
Remaining in custody, 31 st December, 1870, 



75 

1 

1 

1 

4 

67 



Total, - 

Sentences of 81 Convicts received during the year ended 31st December, 1870. 

6 years’ penal servitude, 



7 

8 
9 

10 

14 

15 



28 

35 

1 

1 

9 



Total, 
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Ages of 81 Convicts on reception, received during the year ended 31st Decem- 
ber, 1870. 



Under 20 years, 

20 years and under 30, 
3° „ ,, 40, 

40 » „ 50, 

50 „ 60, 
60 years and upwards, 



1 

29 

33 

10 

5 

3 



Total, 



61 



Crimes of 81 Convicts received in 1870. 

Assault occasioning actual bodily harm, - 
Bigamy, - 

Burglary MKl entering dwelIi “6. and stealing therefrom,' 

„ and felony, ~ ’ 

j , and larceny, - 

Cattle-stealing, _ _ _ _ ~ 

Feloniously receiving stolen goods, - . I 

Housebreaking, - 

i, and robbery, 

Larceny, . 

, i and former convictions, - 
>. from person, 

» , from dwelling, - 

Manslaughter, - 

Rape, - 

Robbery from person, - 

,, with violence, 

,, and subsequent felony, 

Sacrilege, . 

Sheep-stealing, ” 

Stealing from dwelling, . 

,, money from person, 

»> coats, and former convictions, 

„ shoes, - 

» goods, - 

Army offences, - 



Total, - 



1 

- 1 
1 

. 2 
- 1 
- 1 
- 2 

- 3 

- 1 
- 1 
- 16 

- 14 

- 3 

- 1 



- 5 

- 1 
- 1 

1 

- 1 

- 4 

- 3 

- 3 

- 2 

- 1 

- 2 

- 3 

- 81 



Account showing the value of Productive Labour of Prisoners at Lusk for 
year ended 31st December, 1870. 



Trades. 


Amount. 


Tailors, - 


£ s. d. 


Shoemakers, 




Carpenters, 


45 12 0 


Coopers, - 




Painters, 




Masons, 




Smiths, - 


10 0 o 




240 4 0 


Fifty-three prisoners em- 




ployed at general farm 




work for iifty-two weeks, 




at 9s. a week, 


1,240 4 0 . 


Total, - 


1,480 6 O 



Daily average number, - 
Less sick, 



CrttLUUg OI e 
soner, £24 6s. 5tl. ■ 
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PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Vicarage, Lusk, January, 3rd, 1871 “ ,iTE 

re P° rtfor 

yeai 1870, as Piotestant Chaplain of Lusk Government Prison Protestant 

I am happy to be able to forward a very favourable report of the eon- 
duct, as far as it has come under my observation, and of the serious 
demeanour m the devotional exercises of the prisoners, who have been 
under my charge as Protestant chaplain during the past year. The 
former has been almost, the latter wholly, unexceptionable As to the 
amount of intelligence displayed by them, there has been a great diver- 
sity in quality and degree ; but, on the whole, I consider it to he much 
inferior to the acquirements possessed hy the classes I have instructed in 
former years I have not found during last year such an average know- 
ledge of the Holy Scriptures and of the formularies of their church as 
I could consider to be satisfactory or sufficient; and I have often 
experienced a difficulty in eliciting such knowledge as they possessed 
They all, certainly, receive with pleasure and attention my exhortations, 
and listen with earnestness to my prayers and expositions of the Bible • 
but when I pioceed to catechetical instruction, I find few who are com- 
petent to answer correctly, except to the most elementary and compre- 
hensive questions. . Their deficiency in this important branch I try to 
remedy by introducing a greater amount of instruction of this kind in 
my weekly lectures, and I hope, with Divine blessing, that this course 
may have the desired effect. They all attend, under the superintendence 
of the Protestant warders (who are most exemplary in their regard for 
religious ordinances) the Divine Service on Sundays in Lusk Church, 
and communicated together (those who are at present in the prison) at 
the Lord’s Table on Christmas morning. 

In my weekly visits to the prison, I receive every attention and assist- 
ance in procuring the attendance of the men from the Superintendent 
and warders. 

My duties at the prison are most interesting to myself, encouraging, 
and hopeful. 

I remain, gentlemen, 

Yours obediently, 

R. Wrightson, Protestant Chaplain. 

To the Directors of Government Prisons. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Roman 

Catholic 

Lusk, J anuary 28th. 

Gentlemen, — Nothing occurred during the year to call for any par- 
ticular observation from me. The rules and regulations of the prison 
have been carried out in the same good, excellent maimer as usual. The 
officers are kind and indulgent to the prisoners, as far as duty will per- 
mit — and the prisoners on their pari reciprocate the kindness. I have 
observed from time to time during the year the heartiness and good-will 
with which the farm works were undertaken by the men ; and visitors 
have not failed to remark with admiration the richness and abundance 
of the crops. 
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It is pleasing to witness tlie harmony and good-will (so necessary to 
the well-being of the establishment) that exist amongst the officers, and 
which reflect the highest credit on Mr. Gunning, the excellent Superin- 
tendent. 

I am, gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 



The Directors of Convict Prisons, 
Dublin Castle. 



N. O’ Farrell, p.p. 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 

Lusk Government Prison, 
2nd January, 1871. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour of submitting the usual annual 
report of the sanitary condition of this prison during the past year. * 

The number of prisoners who passed through during that time has 
been considerable. The number of inmates to-day is 67 ; and that 
figure has occasionally been exceeded. 

A good many cases of slight illness showed themselves from time to 
time, and was promptly attended to ; of serious illness, however, we have 
had, considering the large numbers, practically none. 

The only officer who laboured under anything approaching to grave 
indisposition was Warder (2nd class) Raymond, who suffered from 
a severe attack of dysentery. He is now quite restored, and on duty. 

Three prisoners were found too delicate for this place, and were re- 
moved to Mountjoy during the year. They were — 

A. Michael M‘G. [No. 1,849], Hydrocele, 20th January. 

B. John M‘G. [No. 1,951], suffering from chronic sore eyes, the effect 

of a gunpowder accident ; sent up on the 5 th of September, to 
avoid the severe winter weather. 

C. J ohn B [No. 1,942], labouring under general debility ; sent up on 

the 23rd of September. This prisoner has since returned, and is 
now at work. 

On the 21st of October a very tragic event occurred in the awfully 
sudden death of prisoner Martin Geraghty [No. 1,942]. On his admis- 
sion this prisoner was inspected in the usual manner, and was found to 
be suffering from fatty disease of the heart. He was accordingly inter- 
dicted from anything but very light labour, and was inspected from time 
to time. A few days before his death he was medically examined, and 
prohibited from any labour whatever. On the morning of the 21st, 
about 9 a.m., he was seen by the Superintendent, and appeared as usual. 
He then went out, at his own request, to watch some cattle within the 
prison enclosure, where, a few minutes afterwards, he was seen to lie 
back. He was at once brought in, and immediate medical assistance 
rendered, but life was extinct. 

An inquest was held next day by Dr. Davys, the county coroner, 
before a highly respectable jury of neighbouring farmers. A post 
mortem examination revealed very extensive fatty degeneration of the 
heart; and, in addition to medical testimony, the registrar, Mr. Daly, 
and a prisoner gave evidence. The jury returned a unanimous verdict 
in accordance with the facts above mentioned, and added their opinion 
that the deceased “ had been treated with great humanity, and his life 
thereby much prolonged.” 
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of Convict Prisons for Ireland. 

The supply of food and clothing has been highly satisfactory, and the 
huts, clothing, and general comforts of the prisoners have been carefully 
looked to by Mr. Gunning, the Superintendent— to whose exertions 
much of the comparative immunity from sickness is due 

It would not be right to close my report without thanking you, qS,' 
gentlemen, for tlie careful discrimination you have shown in not sending Report. 
here any but strong, healthy men. I wish also to place on record my 
sincere acknowledgments to my friend, Dr. Mahony, for the ready 
assistance which he has on all occasions afforded me. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

Francis J. B. Quinlan, m.d., t.c.d., 

Medical Superintendent. 

To the Directors' of Government Prisons, Ireland. 



REGISTRAR AND SCHOOL INSTRUCTOR'S REPORT. RegMrar 

and School 

Lusk Convict Prison, farnn™ 

21st January, 1871. 

Gentlemen, — I have again received instructions to furnish a report 
on the educational department of this prison for the year ended 31st 
December, 1870, and the following are the remarks which I beg leave to 
offer. 

On the 1st January, 1870, the number of convicts who were in 
attendance at school in this prison was 68 ; there were received during 
the year 81, making a total of 149 inmates within that period. Seventy- 
six were discharged during the year ; 4 were removed to Spike Island 
for misconduct ; 1 absconded; and 1 died; leaving G7 prisoners in the 
various school classes on the 31st December, 1870. 

When the labours of the day are over, the prisoners assemble for 
school. The hours of instruction during the past year were just the 
same as in former years ; no alterations have been made in the mode, 
and the prisoners were equally attentive and desirous to improve. The 
better educated among them voluntarily assist me in instructing those 
who most require it, and this, without any hope of reward, either by 
way of immunity from ordinary labour or otherwise, but through a 
praise- worthy desire to please and oblige. It is noticeable that a larger 
per-centage of the prisoners who passed through this prison during the 
year just ended was unable to read and write than has been the case in 
other ’years. I attributed this defect to most of the latter class being old 
men, principally from the west and south of Ireland, whose ages and 
antecedents rendered them incapable of benefiting by the instructions 
of the most practical teachers. Others were so very stupid that very 
little impression could be made upon them in the way of learning, and 
much is attributable to the entire neglect of their education in early 
youth. Although these men were deficient in this matter, most of them 
were inoffensive, obedient, industriously-inclined men, awake to their 
former follies and vices, and little likely to re-occupy room. 

I have again much pleasure in giving my humble testimony of the good 
conduct of most of the prisoners who were in this prison during the year. 

Some few, to whom the benefits of the intermediate system were offered, 
and did not appreciate its advantages, but manifested a spirit of discon- 
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tent and idleness, were sent back to Spike Island, and tlrus relinquished, 
perhaps, the best opportunity they ever had of doing good for them- 
selves. 

The supply of good and useful library books, furnished to the prisoners 
last July, has been a great boon, and a source of much entertainment in 
their hours of leisure. 

His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, accompanied by the Under 
Secretary, and other gentlemen, was graciously pleased to visit the 
school, on the 8th June last ; and His Excellency deigned to sit in the 
school-hut, and listen to the prisoners whilst they were examining each 
other. 

The gratitude of the men who passed through this prison can be 
gleaned by reading their letters from other scenes and other lands, which 
teem with expressions of thankfulness for all that had been done for 
them. 



I am, gentlemen, 

Yoiu’ most obedient, humble servant, 

Charles Daly, School Instructor, &e. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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APPENDIX. 



Statement of the Expenditure for the year endedJJlst March, 1870. 



HoftdB of Service. 



Salaries and wages, 

Rations for officers and allowances in 
lieu of rations and quarters, 

Uniforms for officers, - 

Victualling for convicts, (including 
extras for the side,) * 

Clothing for convicts, including cloth- 
ing on liberation. 

Bedding for convicts, - 

Medicines, surgical instruments, &c., - 

Gratuities to convicts, - 

Kitchen utensils, crockery, &c., 

Soap, scouring, and cleaning articles 

Escort and conveyance of convicts or 
removal and liberation, 

Incidental expenses, - 
Total, 



Mountjoy 

(Males). 


Mountjoy 

iFomalesl. 


Smith field and 
Lu9k. 


Spike Island. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


3,571 9 1 


2,888 2 0 


996 19 0 


7,128 18 I 


399 13 0 


456 1 9 


93 15 10 


942 2 5 


185 2 5 


153 0 6 


54 4 7 


469 IS 3 


1,521 4 6 


3,382 2 1 


911 17 1 


6,392 8 7 


416 3 7 


,96 17 2 


427 19 3 


1,223 9 6 


4 1 10 


228 11 10 


15 8 


113 19 6 


25 8 1 


54 18 8 


17 16 5 


81 16 3 


22 17 


562 1 


*992 17 


339 9 7 


9 19 


34 17 


7 8 


16 5 4 


95 12 


352 13 


18 7 10 


137 19 5 


21 2 


34 6 10 


56 0 7 


61 15 3 


158 14 


151 3 


100 3 11 


139 14 3 


6,431 8 


9,094 16 


3,678 16 


17,047 16 5 



hi " 

b.» ti.n.forred to tho Bo.rd of Work. .ioo. 31.1 M.roh, 1868. 
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Arrareix. Return showing the Proportion of Sick and Deaths to the 
Number of Prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons for the years 
1854, 1855, 1856, 1857, 1858, and 1859. 
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Return showing the Proportion of Sick and Deaths to the Appendix. 
Number of Prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons for the years 
1860, 1861, 1862, 1863, 1864, and 1865. 
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* Philipstown Prison c™ closed on 8» *1* M»reh, 1862. 
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Appendix Return showing the Proportion of Sick and Deaths to the 
Number of Prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons for the years 
1866, 1867, 1868, 186.9, and 1870. 
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1867. 
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1868. 
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* Smithfiold Prison was olosod and tho Prisoners transforrod to Lusk on 15th Juno, 1869. 
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